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 HOURS :      ACADEMY & CONCORDIA:
 Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Sun. Closed

 Prices subject to change. Prices are quoted for lowest season, restrictions apply. Taxes and service  charges not included. Prices based on availability. 
 Passport required for travel outside Canada. All visa requirements must be verified by the client. P rices date restricted. Subject to change & valid on new 
 bookings only. Bookings non-refundable.  Non changeable subject to the terms of the operators brochu re. Package prices based on double occupancy .

 www.sunseekers.ca
 1100 CONCORDIA   &   549 ACADEMY RD.

 945-9800  945-9786
 TOLL FREE 1-888-760-9786

 Book your 
 holiday 
 on line

 Call us for your 
 Trafalgar, Insight

 & Contiki
 Holidays

 PORTUGAL

 LONDON GATWICK 
 NON-STOP FLIGHTS from Wpg.

 Prices from  
 $ 199   per direction

 CANADA LAS VEGAS
 JULY 6 - 4 NTS

 Circus Circus  396
 Harrahs  439
 Imperial Palace  445
 Monte Carlo  465
 Ballys  467
 Luxor  467
 New York New York  479
 Treasure Island  479
 MGM Grand  487
 Mirage  506
 Paris  533

 VICTORIA  478
 VANCOUVER  438
 ABBOTSFORD  418
 EDMONTON  308
 CALGARY  308
 SASKATOON  268
 REGINA  248
 HAMILTON  328
 TORONTO  338
 OTTAWA  418
 MONTREAL  418
 HALIFAX  540

 *book by May 13th

 CANADA

 FEB. 23/09
 Incl. flight from Toronto, 1 bdrm. apt. & car rental

 2 WEEKS  
 $ 1 045

 3 WEEKS  
 $ 11 7 2

 4 WEEKS  
 $ 1 278

 5 WEEKS  
 $ 1 384

 6 WEEKS  
 $ 1 506

 ITALY - CAMPANIA
 Oct. 11 - 8 days/7 nights

 all inclusive (incl. car)
 Hotel Mare 3 �
 (from Toronto)

 $ 1313
 SPAIN - COSTA DAURADA

 JULY 2 
 8  DAYS/7 NTS

 Hio Salauris Palace   4 �
 (from Toronto)

 $ 1 068

 MYKONIAN GEM
 3 nt. Greek Island & Turkey Cruise

 4 nt. Mykonos
 JUNE 15-8 days/7nts

 (from Toronto)
 $ 1167

 AMAZING CHINA TOUR
 22 days -  inc. flights from 
 Winnipeg, 4-5 �  hotels & 
 most meals
 *call for details

 $ 3495

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 EUROPE
 VIENNA  850
 PRAGUE  830
 MADRID  840
 WARSAW  895
 ROME  870

 GLASGOW  649
 PARIS  795
 AMSTERDAM  875
 FRANKFURT  780
 MUNICH  720
 BRUSSELS  875

NO MONEY DOWN!

*All prices are in CDN dollars, per person and based on double occupancy. Package prices and flights are based on the designated departure gateway. Cruise rates are cruise only and capacity controlled. All taxes and government fees are as indicated. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas and Panama. Offers/Prices sub-
ject to category and promo availability and can be withdrawn at anytime without notice. **’Don’t pay’ financing offer is available for bookings made between April 1 and June 30, 2008. The total purchase price including $55 financing fee and taxes will be billed to your Sears Card or Sears MasterCard account in 6
months from time of purchase. ’Equal monthly installment’ financing offer is available for bookings made between April 1 and June 30, 2008. The total purchase price including $55 financing fee and taxes will be billed to your Sears Card or Sears MasterCard account in 12 equal installments. When billed, any unpaid
portion of your Sears Card or Sears MasterCard Account balance will attract credit charges, commencing on the billing date for such unpaid portion. On approved credit. Optional financing programs do not qualify for Sears Club Points or Colours Points. Financing programs are not available on www.searstravel.ca.
See Sears Travel in-store locations or call 1-866-359-7327 for details. '2008 Sears Canada Inc. d.b.a. Sears Travel Service. fi Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license.VACATIONS YOU TREASURE, PEOPLE YOU TRUST

PAY IN 12 EQUAL MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS, INTEREST FREE!**

WHEN YOU USE YOUR SEARS CARD OR SEARSfi MASTERCARDfi
NO PAYMENTS. NO INTEREST. FOR 6 MONTHS. OR

EUROPE PACKAGES

EUROPE CRUISE

FLIGHTS

BOOK NOW: 1 (866) 359-7327 OR WWW.SEARSTRAVEL.CA OR

Portugal � Northern Tour of Portugal $122/month*
8 days � Jun 24 � European Plan � Land Only or $1,409

Algarve, Portugal � Vila Gale Tavira ���� $122/month*
7 nts � Jun 23 � Breakfast Plan � Hotel Room or $1,179 +$228 tax
Air from Toronto � Ask about connecting flights to Toronto

Scotland � Scottish Spree $136/month*
7 days � May 6 - Jun 3 � European Plan � Land Only or $1,579

Ireland � Best of Ireland $140/month*
8 days � Jun 9 � European Plan � Land Only or $1,619

Algarve, Portugal � Vitor’s Village ���� $156/month*
7 nts � Jun 23 � European Plan � 1 Bedroom Apartment or $1,589 +$228 tax
Air from Toronto � Ask about connecting flights to Toronto

Ireland � All around Ireland $175/month*
10 days � Jun 20 � European Plan � Land Only or $2,049

Europe Mediterranean $136/month*
Greek Isles and Turkey � Rome roundtrip or $1,416 +$158 tax
12 days � Sep 19, Oct 25 � Cat 4A � Interior Stateroom � Carnival Freedomfi

Northern Europe $166/month*
London Dover roundtrip or $1,731 +$203 tax
12 days � Jul 13, 25 � Cat 4A � Interior Stateroom � Carnival SplendorSM

Fuel supplement additional $7 per guest, per day based on double occupancy; additional $2 per guest, per day for third, forth and fifth guest.

Kildonan Place (204) 661-8761 | Polo Park (204) 784-1340
St. Vital Centre (204) 940-2750

New York City $283
Aug 4 - 11 � Air Canada � from Winnipeg +$104* taxes & fees

Los Angeles $323
Aug 4 - 11 � Air Canada � from Winnipeg +$97* taxes & fees

Reno $323
Aug 4 - 11 � United Airlines � from Winnipeg +$101* taxes & fees

London $930
Aug 4 - 11 � Air Canada � from Winnipeg +$458* taxes & fees

Frankfurt $1,220
Aug 4 - 11 � Lufthansa Airlines � from Winnipeg +$321* taxes & fees

Paris $1,270
Aug 4 - 11 � Air Canada � from Winnipeg +$316* taxes & fees

 Cozy Cottages with private Mineral Whirlpools or
 Hydro Thermo Massage Tub, Fireplaces, Satellite

 OUTDOOR  HOT  TUB & SAUNA  HUT
 Free use of Canoes, Row Boats, Peddle Boats, Mountain Bikes

 KAYAKS &  FISHING  BOATS for guests to rent

 • 2 BR Cottage with Kitchenettes
 • Sandy Beach • Swimming • Golfing

 • Horseback Riding • Fishing • Boating
 • Tennis • Hiking • Mini Golf & More

 John & Shirley Bubbs
 1-204-349-2259

 Falcon Lake, MB  Whiteshell Provincial Park  

 Children
 Stay
 Free

 Call Now for Spring Discounts!

 Phone: 1-866-892-2929  email: info@bigwhiteshelllodge.com

Senior Tours Canada
� See the world with us�

Escorted tours and holidays to destinations world-wide.
All Senior Tours are escorted and include round trip airfare, accommodation,

meals, health & cancellation insurance, all taxes, all tipping and round trip
transportation between your home and the airport (from most Canadian cities).

The Leader in Tours for the 50+ Traveller

Call for a free brochure
403-225-2900 or 1-800-268-3492 � www.seniortours.ca
Unit 145, 10233 Elbow Drive S.W. � Calgary  T2W 1E8

India
18 Days � Departs October 21
First class adventure to Delhi, Taj Mahal,
Jaipur, Varanasi, Udaipur, Bombay and the
beach resort of Goa.  Includes Alitalia
flights, 1st class accommodation, full
breakfast and dinner daily.    

$9147 CDN p.p. dbl.

Chile & Argentina
18 Days � Departs November 6
An incredible tour to Buenos Aires,
Mendoza, Wine Region, over the Andes &
Santiago. Includes Air Canada flights,
1st class accommodation, breakfast daily,
14 dinners and 8 lunches.    

$5747 CDN p.p. dbl.
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WHILE Orange County, one of 
the five most heavily populat-
ed parts of the United States, 

is famous for its tourist traps, there 
remains plenty for those wanting to 
experience a different side of Califor-
nia.

That�s thanks to tour company OC 
Wildlife and Beach Tours.

�Many people who come to this part 
of California want to see attractions 
like Hollywood, Disneyland or Knott�s 
Berry Farm,� says owner Cheri Ikerd.

�We get people who want to see our 
beautiful beaches and wildlife, which 
many people don�t even know we have. 
It�s a whole new way to see Orange 
County.�

While OC Wildlife and Beach Tours 
is based in the Laguna Hills, it offers 
door-to-door service at several hotels 
throughout the county. 

Ikerd takes tourists to the Gold 
Coast � sometimes called the Cali-
fornian Riviera � which includes 
68 kilometres of oceanfront land in 

Orange County.
One hidden treasure is located in 

Newport Beach, a coastal city about 
45 minutes south of Los Angeles. The 
1,000-acres Upper Newport Beach 
Nature Preserve is an extreme rarity 
in the midst of massive California�s 
urban sprawl. 

Immediately upon entering the 
preserve, people can see sights like 
an osprey, a cousin to the American 
bald eagle. Further into the wetlands 
are thousands of nesting shorebirds, a 
common sight, Ikerd explains.

�We�re on the Pacific Flyway, which 
is one of the four major flyways in the 
U.S. We have thousands of year-round 
birds because of the weather but we 
also have birds that migrate on their 
way to and from Canada and other 
places.�

Those wanting to learn more can 
stop at the Muth Interpretive Centre. 
This innovative, earth sheltered build-
ing is tucked into the ground, hidden 
from view at street level. Its energy-
saving construction and operation is a 
model for all of California.

Leaving Newport Beach and driving 

south on the Pacific Coast Highway, 
Ikerd relates one of her missions � 
telling people about the wildlife often 
forgotten in this bustling part of the 
state.

�People don�t realize it but we�re 
home to 165 species of birds, 20 mam-
mals and 70 fish.�

Before arriving in the town of 
Laguna Beach, the tour makes several 
quick stops along the coast, including 
a tide pool. In a matter of minutes, 
Ikerd is able to point to sea urchins, 
anemone, sea stars, volcano barnacles, 
and thousands of mussels, all in their 
natural habitat.

Also a nature preserve, this stretch 
of the beach is another uncommon 
sight.

Ikerd reminds the tour that visitors 
aren�t allowed to touch or collect any 
of the species and that littering or pol-
luting is strictly forbidden.

Another interesting stop is known as 
Seal Rock.

�This is a favourite play area of 
seals or sea lions,� Ikerd says. �Quite 
often you�ll see them playing in the 
ocean behind the rock or sitting on 

it. It�s also a popular place for brown 
cormorants.�

After the beach, the tour heads to 
Laguna Beach.

�The town has long been used by 
native Indians and then settlers, but 
grew after being discovered by art-
ists in the early 20th century,� Ikerd 
reports.

�Today it�s home to numerous art-
ists, galleries and resorts.�

One of her company�s alternative 
offerings is a tour of artists� studios, 
including an optional wine tasting.

Laguna Beach is also home to quaint 
shops, gourmet restaurants and a TV 
show of the same name. Ocean aside, 
the town, its architecture and busi-
nesses are reminiscent of Banff, Alta.

The last stop on the tour is the 
Pacific Marine Mammal Center, a res-
cue and rehabilitation shelter for seals 
and sea lions.

�We�re one of seven similar groups 
in California,� says Melissa Sciacca, 
director of development and market-
ing for the center.

�Our goal is to rescue injured or ail-
ing animals, nurse them back to health 

and then release them back to their 
homes.�

While visitors are asked not to touch 
or even talk to the mammals, for fear 
that they�ll become too friendly with 
humans, it�s hard not to fall in love 
with these gorgeous creatures.

After about four hours of surf, sun, 
sand and seals, the tour ends. On the 
way back to the Pacific Coast High-
way, it passes through the Laguna 
Coast Wilderness Park. 

At 6,500 acres, it�s another rare pre-
serve that begs more exploration.

�I did this to teach people about 
our wonderful world here in Orange 
County,� says Ikerd, who worked in the 
corporate world until a year ago.

�I want the tours to be not only fun 
but educational, touching on conserva-
tion, the environment and how people 
can make an impact wherever they�re 
from.�

For more information, visit www.
ocwildlifebeachtour.com or contact 
Ikerd at 949-500-6981.

Canwest News Service

Orange County a hidden treasure
SUPPLIED PHOTO

Laguna Beach has arts, music and, of course, its fabulous beach.

By Tom Eremondi
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