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ECO-TOUR COMPANY GIVES BACK IN A VARIETY OF WAYS
OC Wildlife & Beach Tour Inc. gives back to Pacific Marine Mammal Center, helps protect the environment and brings revenue to shops and restaurants
LAGUNA HILLS, Calif. (April 29, 2010) – Giving back in a variety of ways is of the utmost importance to an Orange County based eco-tour company, OC Wildlife & Beach Tour.  When, Cheri Ikerd President of OC Wildlife & Beach Tour Inc. started her company 3 years ago, she wanted to make a difference, not only teaching visitors from around the world about our abundant marine life and protecting the environment, but also supporting the local communities and businesses.

With five ½ day tour offerings, OC Wildlife & Beach Tour is able to give back or make a difference in a variety of ways.  On the eco-tours, Ikerd donates $3 per person to Pacific Marine Mammal Center (PMMC), a non-profit organization located in Laguna Beach dedicated at rescuing, rehabilitating sick and injured seals and sea lions.  Her tour guests also help out by buying in their gift shop, becoming members of PMMC, giving in their donation box and donating a $150 for an engraved brick. The Ramachandran family purchased a brick in the family name to help support Pacific Marine Mammal Center.  And, one of the corporate groups on the eco-tour donated $1,250 last year to PMMC.  Ikerd has also become a member of other environmental organizations by donating to Amigos de Bolsa Chica and Newport Bay Naturalist and friends. 
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ECO-TOUR COMPANY GIVES BACK IN A VARIETY OF WAYS

OC Wildlife & Beach Tour also gives back by picking up trash on the beaches, neighborhoods and Ikerd and her guides even pick up cigarette butts, plastic bottles, etc. during the tours.  “Not only, do we teach our tour guests about our wonderful marine life, but also about the importance of not polluting as it affects every living creature, says Ikerd.  Eventually, trash left on the ground ends up in the ocean and is carried through the wind, rain and the storm drains.  We also give each guest on the eco-tours a green sheet, a conservational/environmental tip guide on making a difference from not polluting to recycling to launching a mug movement in the work place.  The tip guide has been very well received by the tour guests”.
Other ways, OC Wildlife & Beach Tour gives back is by supporting the local shops, art galleries, artists and restaurants in Laguna Beach and Newport Beach through the Beach Coastal & Shopping Tour and the Art & Wine Tasting Tour.  Visitors love to shop and eat and they look to OC Wildlife & Beach Tour as the expert to recommend various restaurants, shops, art galleries and artists to see while they are visiting, etc.  The restaurant and shops work with the eco-tour company to give the tour guests discounts and it is a win-win situation for all involved.   “We even get locals coming in from Los Angeles just to do our tours and after our tours they enjoy dinner or shopping”, says Ikerd.
Ikerd has received thank you notes from all over the world and from locals too for making a difference in peoples’ lives because of their educational tours and for being so passionate about protecting the beauty in Orange County (marine life and the environment). “I feel lucky to be able to give back in so many ways and to make a positive difference in peoples’ lives.  I am very fortunate that I love my job and have great tour guides that have a love for the ocean and marine life too, says Ikerd.  We strive to model after our Native Americans – Be good to the land and the land will be good to you”.
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ECO-TOUR COMPANY GIVES BACK IN A VARIETY OF WAYS
About OC Wildlife & Beach Tour Inc.
OC Wildlife & Beach Tour Inc., incepted in 2007, offers a variety of tours exploring the hidden treasures and natural beauty of Orange County’s “Gold Coast.”  From tide pool explorations to wildlife viewing at scenic beach coves, shopping excursions to art and wine tours, or educational field trips and observing seals and sea lions, OC Wildlife & Beach Tour has a tour for everyone!  For more information about the tours or making a difference,  log on to:  www.ocwildlifebeachtour.com or call 949-500-6981.
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